
Figure 1. Gerrymandered maps from 2003 to 2026. The newest map 
transforms District 1 from a Democratic to Republican seat.
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Gerrymandering is the process of 
redrawing political maps to shift elections. 
It has been practiced since 1812 and 
continues to shape elections today.

When elections do not reflect the desires 
of the community they serve, it creates a 
representation gap.

Investigating youth power dilution is 
crucial in both understanding where to 
allocate voter outreach programs and 
motivating young people to vote.

Youth Voters Youth Power and Competitiveness Methodology

StoryMap Website

Youth voters, aged 18-25, have the 
lowest turnout of any age group.

Not only
Figure X. 2024 Election by age group. 
VAP = Youth Voting Age Population.

The population of youth is clustered 
around college campuses and military 
bases.

2. Census tract and voting precinct 
boundaries were merged.

3. Non-voting youth were estimated 
using a 60/40 Democratic lean 
normalized by local baseline voter 
behavior.

4. Qualitative case studies & Quantitative 
voter data was synthesized into an 
interactive StoryMap website.
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Figure 2. Voter representation gap since 1976. Despite 
a split vote in 2024, Republicans won 71% of seats.
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Youth voters have a significant left 
lean, giving them immense power 
when they turn out in large numbers.

Youth in predominantly red areas 
tend to vote most divergently from 
older generations.

Figure 4. Percentage Deviation of Youth 
& General Population in 2024

Not only
Figure 3. 2024 Election by age group. VAP = 
Youth Voting Age Population.

1. Our data analysis combines Python and 
ArcGIS-based workflows.

Figure 5. 2024 Youth Power Map, showing precincts where the youth have the 
most power to flip elections.

Blue areas are more concentrated in 
population-dense areas like Raleigh 
and Charlotte.

At the precinct level, elections are 
extremely competitive, as seen in the 
darker regions. However, 
gerrymandering obscures the 
precincts' individual power.
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Figure 5. Converging census block and 
precinct geometries

Thank you Kyle Brazile, Aja 
Bullock, Byron Laws, and 
Caroline from the NC Counts 
Coalition. Thank you Catilin 
Meztguer from You Can Vote.
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